2i8                  FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
The earnings of the settlers vary very much according
to the location and character of work, ranging from Rs. 5
to Rs. 30 per month, per family. They now realize the
full benefit of being able to keep what they have earned
instead of having to share it with the subordinate police.
In the Punjab the earnings of the settlers amounted
in the year ending $oth June, 1922, to Rs, 23,018. In
the United Provinces Rs. 91,748 were earned. In Madras
the figures in one Settlement (Stuartpuram) amounted to
Rs. 90,301, and in two others Rs. 20,416.
Of all the Settlements it may now be said that the
settlers support themselves by their own labour, and
Government assistance is limited to Schools, Buildings,
Supervision, and grants for the old and infirm.
The problem of making the settlers self-supporting was
one of the most serious that faced us when we commenced
this work, seeing that few of them had ever done an honest
day's labour, while all objected to hard work, and few
knew any handicraft, or had any inclination for agriculture.
The rapidity with which this change has taken place has
surprised the most experienced Government Officials,
who were well acquainted with their thriftless habits,
and their propensity to drunkenness and gambling as well
as robbery.
the work amongst the Maghaya Doms of Bihar was of a
very difficult character. They were related to the Doms
of the adjoining District of Gorakhpur, and were of a very
criminal and troublesome type. An agricultural settle*
ment had been established at Chauterwa, in the Motihari
district, by Sir Edward Henry, afterwards in charge of the
London Metropolitan Police, when he was a young civilian,
some thirty years previously. Later on the same settle-
ment was for some time under the direction of Mr. W. R.
Gourlay, afterwards Private Secretary to successive
Governors of Bengal.
Much had been done for them, but there had been little
or no sign of reformation. They were a positive nuisance
and danger to their neighbours, and a constant anxiety
to the Police. Neither punishment nor clemency seemed
to cure their predatory habits, nor would they work the
land which had been obtained for them.